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Klosters is famous for its Windsor
connections, but James Palmer-
Tomkinson is making the rest of
us very welcome, says Jane Knigr

Palmer-Tomkinson's

ing tough. That's not because |
am a hopeless amateur com-
C B pared with James, who has skied
since he was 4, with a father and
twouncles who were British champions.
Ma, the problem is that James seems to
know everyone on the slopes: at the top of
« the ski lift, on the piste — he even knows
the accordion player in the restaurant
where we stop for lunch — and his innate
courtesy means hestops often toexchange
apolite word.

He’s on more than polite terms with the :
Royal Family too, although it his sister,
Tara, who features in the Royal Family’s :
holiday snaps along with Charles, Wills :

and Harry.

Thisis Klosters, the Swiss resort beloved :
by its extremely well-booted skiers and, :
although we have missed the Prince of :

o, 'mskiinginthe tracksof Tara :
brother, :
James, and. for a while, it’s prov-
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- Klosters turns
- out to be far

- from the chic
- Swiss hang-out :
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- ‘Wales by two weeks, Tara is in town and :
. my six-year-old and | are getting the royal !
. treatment from Jamesscompany PTSki.  © g
: In fact, it feels rather like we are exten- :

: ded members of the Palmer-Tomkinson : _
. clan from the moment Jamess charming :
. wife, Sos, meels us at Zurich airport and | &
. Joans Christian an iPad for the two-hour :
. journey. We find thoughtful gifts on our :
: bed, including lip salve and stamped post-
: cards, restaurant reservations are made
. forusand PTsguidesarealwaysonhand. !
. 1 have already spent a day on the slopes :
. with the charismatic Sos, transferring our :
. chatter about books and Jamess other : |
* famous sister, the writer Santa Montefiore, '
: from the ski lift to the Pizzeria AlBerto in |
: Klosters Dorf, which Sos rightly says has :
: tastier and less expensive pizza than in :
: Klosters Platz{one of Sos's many tips). :

Now | am skiing with James “PT" and, as

: the 200 miles of well-groomed pistes on :
: Parsenn and the surrounding mountains :
: around Davos Klosters are devoid of the :
¢ kind of crowds seen on France’s slopes, we :
. soon have them enough to ourselves to
. takeinseveral runsuninterrupted.
i “My ethos is that people must be looked
: after as if they were our private guests,”
. saysJames, whogaveup City bankingtodo :
. what he’s long been daing for friends —
- arranging personalised ski holidays in :
\ Klosters. “Sos and I both try to skiat least ;
. pneewitheach group.”
We glide overto the childrens groupand :
James Instantly lights up, with four child- :
ren of his own and experience at the local
non-profit children’ ski club, Mardens, e :

admits teaching children is his passion. “1
try to make it fun,” he says simply. When

we stop to share the childrens picnic, he
conjures aspade out of nowhere {“You never |
know when you need something for the |
children to do™) and they busy themselves :
| digging snow thrones fit for the next royal
visit. While their parents are shepherded :
around the slopesby PT's guides, the child-
ren learn in age-specific classes accompa-

nied by both an instructor and a PT staffer.
If it sounds a little like the luxury family

skicompany Powder Byrne, that’s because :

U . )

Klosters is loved by
British celebrities and
the Swiss

it is; Will Herrington, Powder Byrnes :
. former managing director, is a consultant
and James freely admits to using the same :
formiila. "1 havebrought my own ideas toit
= too, particularly the fact that | think kids E
. learn best by racing” he adds. There is a big :
 difference though — the price tag. While :
Powder Byrne’s holidays can easily cost :
© £12,000 for afamily of four (“Its the price of :
a small car” wailed one mum to me on a :
Powder Byrne holiday), PT Ski's price, :
even with flights and tuition, is about half :
that. And then there is Jamess knowledge :
. of Klosters, where 85 per cent of the skiers
are Swiss, and which is little known to the |

English beyond its celebrity visitors.
In fact, Klosters turns out to be far from

the chic Swiss hang-out I'd expected. In- :
: stead, it's a charming village with timbered ;
. chalets, a relaxed atmosphere and a single :
night club, Casa Antica, whichisbeneatha :
piano bar inside a house with a wooden :
roof. There are quaint village restaurants ;
where we taste local delicacies such asbar-
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small, wooden cabinet attached to the wall.
More milk-vending machine than milk
bar, it accepts our money and, in return,
pours out milk so fresh it'sstill warm.

And so the days pass in a blur of white.
Because Christian is clearly enjoying him-
self — if any of the children have a wobbly
moment, the guides produce some choco-
late or whisk them off for a game of cards
— 1 can take to the slopes guilt-free. One
day, | arrive late but triumphant, having
skied two black runs with the PT guide; |
would never have done it on my own.
Christian is sitting on the terrace of Hotel
Alpina, which in quirky Klosters style has
: dowens of toy rabbits perched on top of its
: ywall, happily playing a game of Pass the
Pigs with.James.

Mr PT stepped in with the childcare
because the ski instructor needed to dash
off to his second job, where timing is cru-
cial. What is he, a royal bodyguard? Mo, he
works on a farm and the cows won't wail.
Thisis Klosters, afterall.

- ley soup and capuns (dumplings) and :

where | samplethe local Monsteiner beer.

s Charles and Harry In Kiosters

i Tara Palmer-Tomkinson and sister Santa with Prince

One day, we hearof a milk bar in the vil- |

. lage,andgoinsearch of it. Will itbe aswish, ;
: trendsetting affair? Far from it Instead, we :
: head up a small alleyway outside the farm :
onthe main road out of the village tofind a :
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i Jane Knight and her son were guests of P
P ski(D20-77365557, piskicomn. They stayed
: atthe four-star Silvretta Park hotel which

! haschildren's menus,a bowling allcy and

- pool and costs from £4.248 inthe Easter

. holidaysfor two aduits and two children

i sharingaroom for seven rights. including

:  airport transfers but not fights. They also

- stayedatthefour-star Hotel Alpina, which is
: justashort walk from the skilift, with poot

L and Gault Millawrecomimended restaurant.
L tchargesES4900nthesame basis. Kids'

P skiweekscost £475 for five daysincluding
i junches, Adult piste hostingis included

. Getting there

L Swiss{0845 601956 swiss.comi has flights
: o Zurich fram London, Birminghamand

! Manchester. fremEN3return.

The Times, Saturday 20™ October 2012, by Jane Knight

THE TIMES Saturday Octeber 20 2012

(Page 2)

e S e RETTE

i Hustico

- (00418141022 88, hotel-rustico.ch)
i InKlostersvillage, thisis half

: traditional Swiss and half

: international gourmet, including

: rostiand barley soup, but alsofoie
: grason boastand glant prawns

. tagliatelie. A five-course menu costs
i 112Swissfrancs(E75), while

. individualdishes includeatasty

- souptrilogy. There'sachildren’s

* menu. Rusticoalso has an adjacent
i fondu restaurant, a tapas bar over

! thestreetand 1 simplerooms.
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Restaurant Golschng
(008142 21428,
restaurant-gotschna.chl

In Sernews, thisiseneof the few

guide to Klosters .

wlrrehl i
At Davos Walfgang, this hasan ¥
all-zneampassing mend, covering

Swiss and European traditions, with

| steak, wienerschnitzeland rostl. It

costs 37 Swiss francs (E25). | alsa love

the Hansli Toast which s aspecial
rmelted cheese on bread for 18.50

Swwiss [rancs (E12.500,

l' 4'... :

E Chea Grischiun
© (004181422322 22, chesagrischuna.ch)
d Alsoin Klosters village, thisis really
. lovely. Foodistraditlanal Swiss and
i therelsasunterraceforlunch. The
i Chesasalad—baconand Rogquefort
i from10.505wlss francs (E7} fora half
portion —is very goodand there s

: alsa Klosters trout and Zurich-style
i sliced veal withrostl

* The Wynegg

: (D041814221340)

: Run by Ruth Guler, whois fondly

| revered by her veryloyal following

Ll | of English guests {and probably lols

';' I ofother nationalitios toea), The Stabd
§ | Isverycosywitha greatatmosphere

{88 ¢ and doesthe best fonduechinolse

(48 : (whereyaoucook themeatin broth

James
Palmer-TomkEinson

ratherthanail), it costs 35 Swiss

| francs(E23]per person.

Alle S wenoi

(alteschwendl.ch)

Thislooks ke a Heldi Aut on the
mountainside, arthe Kiblisruna
few hiundred meters abovetha
Sehiferbahn Gondola, [t is owned by
aSwede sothe odd Swedish dish
finds its way ontothe menw, Outskde,
there are plenty of sunloungers
whereyouzan relax after a good

| Junch. Trythespicy pennewith

| chicken (26,90 Swiss francs or E181

placeswhere you can get fondue far
lunch (27 Swiss francs, or 18, per

. person). Barley soup costs 10 5wiss

francs (E7 and homemade noodles
withham and sweel Willlam pear
coaked inbutter 23 Swissfrancs
(E15.50).

HOwmld Hestaurant

{0041 8142 23045,
hoelwalkd-klosters.ch)

In Manbiel, this Is halfan bour's
sleighricke up the hill from Kiosters.
The rustic wooden restaurant, witha
largeopenfireinthe middle, has
lights hanging from antler
chandeliers. Thereismeat fromthe ™
grill as well s Swiss specialities.

Malns from 35 Swiss francs{E23.500.
James Palmer-Tomkinson
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